
Suggested Topics for Third Paper Assignment 
 

The third paper is due Thursday, April 29 at midnight to my e-mail. There is a penalty for late 
papers unless you contact me in advance. Papers should be between 4 and 8 pages, double-
spaced (between 1,000 and 2,000 words). If you chose the term paper option, your paper is also 
due April 29 unless you ask for an extension. You should run the topic of your term paper by me 
as soon as possible if you haven’t already. 
 
Again, these are suggested paper topics: I encourage you to write on a topic of your own 
choosing. Any passage or section from the course readings can be the basis for your paper. But if 
you choose a topic not directly discussed in the reading or lecture, you should clear it with me in 
advance. 
 
If you don’t want to write on one the suggested topics below on Special Relativity, you may 
choose any of the topics from the previous two lists as long as your third paper doesn’t overlap 
your first or second paper. 
 
A good paper will have enough exposition to frame the issue, debate, or question you are 
focusing on. Typically, it will present arguments or reasons for one or both sides of the issue. It 
will try to add some thoughts of your own, for example, by considering illustrations of your own 
making, or providing critical comments and analysis. 
 

1. Hermann Minkowski famously said: “Henceforth space by itself, and time by itself, are 
doomed to fade away into mere shadows, and only a kind of union of the two will 
preserve an independent reality.” Critically discuss and illustrate this quote. You will 
need to introduce the notion of the spacetime interval, and discuss its significance. 
Compare how Minkowski’s quote applies to the non-relativistic spacetime structures we 
have discussed. 
 

2. Present the paradox of the twins and explain in detail how the paradox is resolved in 
special relativity (using spacetime diagrams to illustrate).  It is often said that the reason it 
is asymmetrical between the two twins is that only one of the twins accelerated. Discuss 
what is right and what is wrong about that claim. Could a relationist about space and time 
accept the standard solution? How might Mach, for example, respond to the paradox? 
 

3. Carefully reconstruct Putnam’s argument against presentism, carefully laying out the 
premises and conclusion. Consider the various ways a presentist (such as Zimmerman) 
might attack the argument. Conclude by critically evaluating the presentist’s response.  


