
Suggested Topics for First Paper Assignment 
 
The first paper is due Thursday, March 11 by midnight to my e-mail. There is a penalty for late 
papers unless you contact me in advance with a valid reason. Papers should be between 4 and 8 
pages, double-spaced (between 1,000 and 2,000 words). 
 
These are suggested paper topics. They are not easy, and it may be that none of them are to your 
liking. In that case, I encourage you to write on a topic of your own choosing. Any passage or 
section from the course readings can be the basis for your paper. But if you choose a topic not 
directly discussed in the reading or lecture, you should clear it with me in advance. 
 
A good paper will have enough exposition to frame the issue, debate, or question you are 
focusing on. Typically, it will present arguments or reasons for one or both sides of the issue. It 
will try to add some thoughts of your own, for example, by considering illustrations of your own 
making, or providing critical comments and analysis. 
 

(1) How does what Geroch calls the “Aristotelian View: A Personalized Framework” relate 
to the Newtonian and relationalist views of space? Focus on the issue: what questions 
having to do with motion do or don’t make sense in the different views, and what features 
of the views are responsible for the differences between them. 

(2) Leibniz’s argument against absolute space that is based on the principle of the identity of 
qualitatively indiscernible possible worlds can be applied to worlds in which all 
materially objects have (supposedly) been shifted in space, have had their velocities 
boosted uniformly in some direction, or have been put in uniform rotation around some 
chosen point of space. Consider how the argument applies in these three cases, and 
whether the conclusion that there is no absolute space does or does not follow from the 
principle. 

(3) Newton’s bucket argument that absolute motion cannot be understood as relative motion 
makes use of the inertial effects of circular motion. But linear accelerated motion also 
produces inertial effects. Consider the question whether Newton could have argued his 
case just as well by using examples of linear motion. 


