
BENJAMIN LAUDE, biography 
 
Pianist Benjamin Laude maintains a multifaceted career as a performer, writer, and 
teacher. His research interests include the legacy of early 19th Century German 
aesthetics in North America and its impact on two centuries of art music institutions, as 
well as the concept of musical autonomy in its relation to piano performance practice. 
His 2015 doctoral dissertation at the Juilliard School explored the material and 
ideological roots of the dualism between classical music and popular music in Gilded 
Age America. In recent years, Laude has presented scholarly papers and lecture 
performances on both piano performance practice and issues of music and society at 
colleges and universities across the country. In 2018 he was invited by the music 
department at the University of California—Irvine to present a lecture performance on 
the aesthetics of finger independence in Bach’s counterpoint; in 2017 he moderated 
and presented on a panel alongside Dave Beech, discussing and critiquing his book Art 
and Value (Haymarket Books), and gave two papers at the New York Historical 
Materialism conference on aesthetics and politics, including a presentation with Agnes 
Heller on a panel in memory of Gyorgy Márkus; at Left Forum 2014 he presented on the 
politics of John Sullivan Dwight’s music criticism on a panel entitled “Nothing’s Too 
Good for the Working Class: Left Wing Politics and the Crisis of Art”; and gave papers on 
the musician’s place in modern society at the 2012 New York University graduate 
conference “Music: Parts and Labor” and Michigan Interdisciplinary Music Society’s 
2011 graduate conference “Conversations” at the University of Michigan. 
 
Laude’s reviews and popular writings on the politics of music have since been published 
in International Piano magazine, Jacobin magazine, and Parterre Box. In October 2017, 
he appeared as a special guest on David Dubal’s nationally syndicated program “The 
Piano Matters” (WWFM) for a three-part series commemorating the 35th anniversary of 
Glenn Gould’s death, featuring excerpts from Laude’s recordings of Bach’s Goldberg 
Variations and E Minor Partita. Laude received the 2010 Juilliard Journal Award for his 
contributions to the school's official newspaper, and in 2012 founded The Yard, the first 
independent, student-run publication of its kind at Juilliard. He is the founder and editor 
of Submediant, the popular website devoted to satirizing the world of classical music. 
 
Praised by the New York Times as an “amazing, absorbing” performer, “superb in pace, 
tone, and eloquence,” Laude has appeared as a soloist and collaborative pianist in 
venues from Miami to Berlin, Santa Fe to the British Virgin Islands, Prague, and 
Ramallah, as well as New York’s Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall and Alice Tully Hall. 
He has been heard in live performance on Chicago’s WFMT as part of the Myra Hess 
Memorial Concerts, WQXR’s Chopin Marathon at the Greene Space in New York, as well 
as Austin’s “Eklektikos” (KUT) and “Classical Austin” (KMFA) programs. During the 2018-
2019 season Laude will appear in collaboration with violist Hannah Rose Nicholas as part 
of the Tri-County Concerts Association’s Emerging Artists Series in Philadelphia and as a 
soloist in Beethoven’s Fourth Piano Concerto with the Southern Tier Symphony. 
 



As keyboardist for the NYC-based dance troupe Ballet Next from 2011 to 2014, Laude 
collaborated with several principal dancers and soloists from New York City Ballet, 
American Ballet Theater, and other major companies, including Misty Copeland, Charles 
Askegard, Michele Wiles, Drew Jacoby, and Gina Pazcoguin, as well as choreographers 
Mauro Bigonzetti, Margo Sappington, and Brian Reeder. His solo performance of Steve 
Reich’s Piano Phase on two pianos as part of Reeder’s Surmisable Units was hailed by 
New York Times critic Brian Seibert. 
 
 
Benjamin Laude is a winner of the national Yamaha Young Performing Artist 
competition, and has received top prizes at the Kingsville International Piano 
Competition and the Shepherd School of Music Concerto Competition. Originally from 
Austin, Texas, Laude made his debut with the Austin Symphony at age 17 in a 
performance of Rachmaninoff’s 1st Piano Concerto, and has also appeared in multiple 
engagements with the Austin Civic Orchestra. He holds both master's and doctorate 
degrees from The Juilliard School, as well as a bachelor’s degree in piano performance 
from Rice University’s Shepherd School of Music. His principle teachers were Jerome 
Lowenthal, Matti Raekallio, Robert Roux, and Eric Hicks. An experienced pedagogue 
himself, Laude teaches students of all ages in piano, music theory, ear training, and 
composition. He has held faculty positions at Bard College Conservatory of Music and 
New York’s School for Strings, served as a Teaching Fellow in Juilliard’s College Division, 
and since 2015 has spent the summers on faculty at both Berkshires Summer Music and 
Danbury Chamber Music Intensive. Since 2010 he has served as the administrative 
assistant to music critic and radio host David Dubal, and is currently the Managing 
Director of Piano Evenings with David Dubal in New York City, an educational recital 
series he helped to found in 2018. 


