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Introduction 

 This plan was created for the Trustees of Reservations by five students; James 

Boehmer, Keith DiNardo, Lisa Gagnon, Eric Kells, and Renee Vieira, from the 

University of Massachusetts.  As per their enrollment in the “Inventory of Local Lands” 

program, instructed by David Kittredge, the team of students explored numerous aspects 

of a 168 acre parcel of land on Mount Warner, in Hadley, MA.  The inventory is a 

compilation of data on; Native American and colonial history, geology, trails and 

recreation, vernal pools, evidence of wildlife, and a forest inventory including invasive 

species.  Sixteen maps and recommendations are also provided.  The purpose of this plan 

is to give a brief natural history overview of Mount Warner. 

 

 
 

Figure 1: Study area map 
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Land Use History 

 

Native American History 

The towns surrounding Mt. Warner, such as Northampton, Turners Falls, and 

Deerfield are known as Native American historical site “hot spots”, and Mt. Warner has 

an interesting history of its own. Paleo Indians populated the Northeast beginning from 

10.500 – 6000 B.C., followed by the Archaic Indians until around 3000 B.C. (Gille 1999). 

More recently, the Abinaki tribe inhabited the area of Hadley, and then finally the 

Norwottuck/Nonotuck tribe. 

Mt. Warner is right next to the Connecticut River, and is surrounded by fields, 

making it a desirable place to hunt and set up camp out of the elements and direct view of 

oncoming enemies. According to Sylvestor Judd, author of “The History of Hadley”, 

prior to English settlement in the 1600s, there was evidence of Native Americans 

performing “bush-burnings”. This was done in order to add nutrients to the soil and to 

open up dense woods for easier hunting. The Norwottucks were an Algonquin band (Gille 

1999), and were the most numerous among the local tribes at this time (Judd 1976). They 

eagerly sold their land in Hadley in 1658 to English settlers for a low price (Judd 1976). 

The Native Americans knew it was valuable farmland, but they preferred to hunt and fish 

rather than cultivate at a large scale, and were therefore willing to sell the land for the low 

price set by the English (Judd 1976). Although this land was sold, the Native Americans 

made sure the deed retained their hunting and fishing rights, and the right to set up small 

camps and take firewood (Judd 1976). In general, the American settlers had a good 

relationship with the Norwottucks; they treated each other with respect and never had any 

outstanding quarrels. 

Many sites have been found immediately bordering the mountain, and it is 

speculated that much historical evidence still exists on the mountain. Mitch Mulholland, 

director of the University of Massachusetts, Amherst Archeological Services has in his 

possession a collection (Figure 3) of artifacts found on the farmland encircling Mt. 

Warner. These artifacts suggest the presence of the Abenaki tribe of Native Americans on 

Mt. Warner throughout much of the past eight thousand years. This collection consists 

mostly of sharp points (commonly known as arrowheads), that would have been fastened 

to the ends of sticks to create spears to be used for hunting. A range of time periods are 

represented by this assortment, beginning at around 8000 years ago and ending at about 

1200 years ago. Mulholland knows these dates by recognizing the specific styles of the 

tips, comparing the aging method to that of recognizing styles of cars from different 

decades. These tips were made from local material such as quartz, but also from churt, a 

stone originating in Vermont, suggesting that these tools were highly valuable and well 

worth the Abenaki’s time to transport them. 

Mulholland has provided the following map of Mt. Warner, with the shaded 

regions being those that should be left undisturbed due to high historical value of Native 

American archeological sites. 
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                             Figure 2: Archeological sites map 
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Figure 3: Artifacts 

 

Colonial Settlement 

 There are various signs of use on Mt Warner over the past 200 years.  We found 

barbed wire scattered throughout the property, suggesting the presence of livestock.  As 

noted on the Trails and Recreation map, there are two distinct water holes on the property.  

We found an old brick well that is two feet wide and the depth unknown.  We also found 

a sizable rock formation that appears to surround a spring and fills to a considerable 

depth of approximately four feet. 
 

 
 

 

 Figure 4: Barbed Wire                  Figure 5: Well                      Figure 6: Spring  
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Figure 7: Land use zoning map 
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Geology 

 

The following information comes primarily from a thesis written in 1915 by 

Elizabeth Gregory, from Smith College, who found Mount Warner unique enough to 

write a dissertation entitled “Geology of Mt. Warner.” 

Mount Warner stands as an isolated hill amongst a flat plain.  The surrounding 

country is approximately 100ft above sea level, and the highest point of Mt Warner is 

“Point Lookout” at approximately 500ft, located at the southern end of the mountain.  

There is a long gradual slope to the northeast and steep areas to the east that are nearly 

vertical.  The western side of the mountain slopes gradually down to the man-made Lake 

Warner and has two distinct terraces, created by erosion of the Connecticut River.  On the 

northern end of the mountain there are wetlands and streams that feed the Mill River, 

which flows from a small pond a short distance to the East, to the CT River.  This river 

was once dammed near the mouth and was a long narrow pond that bordered the northern 

end of the mountain. 

Areas extending from the mountain from the north, east, and south were created 

as flat sandy plains with rolling dunes from being part of a post-glacial lake bottom.  At 

the close of the Triassic age, this entire region was a peneplain of much greater elevation 

than at present time.  This plain was dissected by rivers and eroded by ice, which carried 

off softer unprotected material. Mount Warner, which is reinforced by a harder igneous 

rock, remained intact during this time, resisting erosion, and remained today as an 

isolated hill. 

 The rock masses that make up the structure of Mt. Warner are of several varieties 

that represent three geological periods.  The oldest rock is known as Amherst Schist of 

the Silurian age. This rock originates from beds of sandy mud that accumulated over time 

when the entire region was invaded by sea.  These layers were altered over time and 

highly metamorphosed to a state that resembles the Connecticut Schist west of the river.  

The rock itself is largely made up of mica with feldspar and quartz.  For this reason, the 

schist of Mt. Warner is called “Amherst feldspathic-mica schist” (Figure 11). 
On Mt. Warner, the Amherst schist is cut by aplite and pegmatite dykes of the 

Devonian and Carboniferous ages, which pushed its way as igneous intrusions during a 

molten state.  There is said to be fine examples of slickensides along areas to the 

southwest side of the mountain, where masses have slipped over each other in the process 

of faulting.  These penetrating dykes of granite, are considered the next oldest rock, and 

are considered the eastern most portion of the great granite area, which had its center 

around Williamsburg to the west. 

The youngest rock is one of five sandstones found in the area from the Triassic 

Period.  This sandstone is known as Sugarloaf arkose and is coarse red sandstone 

identical to that on Mt. Sugarloaf from which it gets its name.  This rock can be found 

along the riverbank and two outcrops at the base of the mountain, and is said to rest 

“uncomfortably” upon the Silurian schist. 

 Located on the mountain today, are scattered boulders of various sizes that are 

thought to be a trap brought down as scattered glacial till, from trap ridges to the north, 

known as the Deerfield sheet.  From past geologic work, the most notable of these rocks 

was given a name of “Rock Oreb” (Figures 8 and 9), which is said to stand eight ft tall, 

weigh seventy-eight tons, and located just a little east of the summit.  There is another 
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equally impressive rock (Figure 6) that sits alongside a trail. 

 Mount Warner is a great location in which to witness unique geologic features of 

the CT river valley.  It would make a great place for local college students to visit and 

learn about. 

 

Figure 8: “Rock Oreb” in 1915 

 

 
Figure 9: “Rock Oreb” 2011 
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Figure 10: “Big Rock” 2011 

  

Figure 11: Mica Schist found in steam beds Figure 12: Block formations of Big Rock. 
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Figure 13: Bedrock map 
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Forest Inventory 

 

Site Description: 

 

This 160 acre property is located off of Mt. Warner Road in Hadley, MA.  Mt. 

Warner is a prominent hill that rises above the surrounding flat agricultural lands of the 

Connecticut River Valley.  This property is entirely forested and has one gated woods 

road that is located at the southeastern property boundary. This road is in relatively good 

condition and is capable of handling small to moderate size vehicles; it leads to two large 

water towers and a small in-holding which is owned by the Town of Hadley.  There are 

several trails located within the property boundary and evidence of ATV traffic exists on 

most of them.  The property covers almost the entire western half of Mt. Warner and is 

dominated by a west facing slope, the most northern portion of the property possesses 

more of a north facing slope and the most southern portion of the property possesses 

more of a south facing slope.  There are three forest stand types on the property which are 

particularly described below. 

 

Stand Description: 

 

Hemlock-Hardwood 

 

This stand is the most extensive of the three stand types found on the property, consisting 

of approximately 87 acres and spanning almost the entire property. The dominant 

overstory species in this stand is hemlock, which encompasses roughly 42% of the total 

basal area. Other species found within the stand include black birch (27%), red maple 

(10%), red oak (9%), white oak (3%), black oak (2%), white pine (3%), hickory (2%), 

paper birch (1%) and sugar maple (1%).  The average diameter of the hemlock is 10 

inches. The regeneration in this stand primarily consists of hemlock and black birch and 

the density varies and ranges from very dense to almost non-existent.  Understory and 

ground-dwelling species present include; grape, mountain laurel, wintergreen, tree 

clubmoss, and partridgeberry.  There is a moderate west facing slope which dominates 

almost the entire stand, although some localized slopes are very steep.  This site is 

underlain with a Narragansett-Holyoke-Rock outcrop complex, with 15-25% slopes. This 

soil type is well drained and defined as a very fine sandy loam making this site suitable 

for growing white pine and assorted upland hardwood species. 

Hemlock woolly adelgid is prevalent throughout the stand and the overall health 

of the hemlock is declining.  Almost no exotic invasive species were observed throughout 

this stand, but grape vines can be found scattered sparsely. Monitoring of hemlock health 

and mortality is recommended; high mortality rates can result in increased fire danger 

and negatively impact the aesthetics of the forest. However, maintaining several dead 

standing trees per acre will have a positive effect concerning wildlife. 
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Mean 

Diameter 

(in.) 

Density 

(Trees/Acre) 

Basal Area 

(Ft²/Acre) 

Cordwood 

Vol. 

(Cords/Acre) 

Sawtimber 

Vol. 

(BF/Acre) 

Eastern 

Hemlock 

11.5 51.8 44.3 4.08 2640.4 

Black Birch 8.0 62.9 28.3 3.49 937.6 

Red Maple 8.9 20.6 10.9 1.27 220.9 

Red Oak 16.9 5.8 9.6 1.49 948.8 

White Oak 15.0 2.0 2.6 0.42 158.3 

White Pine 21.3 1.0 2.6 0.25 397.2 

Hickory 12.8 1.9 1.7 0.27 64.0 

Black Oak 14.3 1.5 1.7 0.28 109.6 

Paper Birch 13.5 1.3 1.3 0.22 0.0 

Sugar Maple 13.2 1.2 1.3 0.22 69.3 

Total 10.1 150.1 104.3 11.99 5546.0 

 

 

 

 

 

White Pine-Hardwood 

 

This stand is divided into three sections on the property and consists of approximately 37 

acres.  There is a section that is located at the northern tip of the property that is bordered 

by the central hardwood stand to the south; the second portion is located more centrally 

on the property and abuts the western boundary. This section is bordered to the east by 

the hemlock-hardwood stand. The third portion of this stand is located in the south east 

corner of the property and it is bordered by the hemlock-hardwood stand to the west and 

the central hardwoods stand to the south.  The dominant overstory species in this stand is 

white pine, which encompasses approximately 40% of the total basal area.  Other species 

located within this stand include red maple (16%), red oak (10%) and small inclusions of 

eastern hemlock, sugar maple, and white oak.  The average diameter of white pine is 

about 9 inches.  Regeneration in this stand consists of sugar maple, red maple, white pine, 

and black birch. Ground plants include ericaceous species (low bush blueberry, mountain 

laurel and some sheep laurel), grape, Alleghany blackberry (present but scarce), 

partridgeberry, wintergreen, dewberry, and assorted fern species.  The northern and 

western portions of this stand are dominated by a west facing aspect that is moderately 

steep, while the southeastern portion is dominated by a moderate to very steep south 

facing slope.  This stand is underlain with a Narragansett-Holyoke-Rock outcrop complex, 

with 15-25% slopes. This soil type is well drained and defined as a very fine sandy loam, 

making this a suitable site for growing white pine and assorted hardwood species. 
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 Mean 

Diameter 

(in.) 

Density 

(Trees/Acre) 

Basal Area 

(Ft ²/Acre) 

Cordwood 

Vol. 

(Cords/Acre) 

Sawtimber 

Vol. 

(BF/Acre) 

Eastern 

Hemlock 

10.2 2.9 3.3 0.33 164.6 

Black Birch 11.3 12.3 10.0 2.11 260.1 

Red Maple 13.5 17.4 18.3 4.84 623.2 

Red Oak 11.5 14.1 11.7 2.02 771.5 

White Oak 12.5 3.9 3.3 0.62 118.1 

White Pine 8.7 75.9 45.0 5.61 3727.2 

Hickory 7.0 6.2 1.7 0.34 0.0 

Black Oak 11.2 11.6 8.3 1.82 411.2 

Sugar Maple 22.2 1.2 3.3 0.45 375.4 

American 

Beech 

19.0 0.8 1.7 0.17 209.0 

Total 10.2 146.3 106.6 18.30 6660.4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Hardwood 

 

This stand is divided into three sections throughout the property and consists of 

approximately 38 acres. The largest of the three portions of this stand is located in the 

northern half of the property with the two other sections being located on the southern 

boundary. The dominant overstory species in this stand is primarily black birch, which 

encompasses approximately 35% of the total basal area.  Other species include red maple 

(17%), red oak (15%), white oak (10%), hickory (8%), hemlock (8%) and white pine 

(6%). The average diameter of the black birch is about 10 inches and the average 

diameter of the red oak is about 17 inches.  Regeneration in this stand varies; in some 

locations only black birch regeneration is present; some locations have a mixture of white 

pine, white oak, red maple, and hickory, with one location having sporadic spruce 

saplings. Ground plants include sporadic low bush blueberry and mountain laurel, 

wintergreen and partridgeberry (common), and small amounts of grape vine can be found 

throughout.  The northern portion of this stand is dominated by a west and north facing 

slope that varies from moderately steep to very steep. The southwestern portion is 

dominated by moderate southwest facing slopes, and the portion of the stand located in 

the southeast is dominated by a moderately steep south facing slope. The stand is 

underlain with a Narragansett-Holyoke-Rock outcrop complex, with 15-25% slopes.  

This soil type is well drained and is defined as a very fine sandy loam, making this a 

suitable site from growing white pine and assorted hardwoods. 
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 Mean 

Diameter 

(in.) 

Density 

(Trees/Acre) 

Basal Area 

(Ft²/Acre) 

Cordwood 

Vol. 

(Cords/Acre) 

Sawtimber 

Vol. 

(BF/Acre) 

Eastern 

Hemlock 

13.3 7.8 8.2 1.07 424.5 

Black Birch 10.3 48.6 33.6 4.25 1567.1 

Red Maple 10.5 23.3 16.4 2.0 611.9 

Red Oak 16.8 8.9 14.5 2.74 1089.0 

White Oak 15.4 7.0 9.1 1.33 851.0 

White Pine 8.7 11.9 5.5 0.62 119.7 

Hickory 10.4 13.1 8.2 1.12 161.3 

Total 11.2 120.6 95.5 13.13 4824.6 
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Figure 14: Stand Types 
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Figure 15: Soil map 
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Figure 16: Slope and soils map (See appendix 1 on page 44 for soil codes) 
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Invasive Species: 

 

Invasive species are present on the Mt. Warner property and have been identified 

as multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora), Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii), oriental 

bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus), and either Russian or autumn olive (Elaeagnus spp.). 

One other exotic invasive that has potential for causing future problems is Japanese 

knotweed (Fallopia japonia). Although this particular species is not located on the 

property, it is a concern due to its proximity to the boundary. This small patch of Japanese 

knotweed is located just off the property on county land, just outside of the southwestern 

boundary along Mt. Warner Rd. The majority of exotic invasive species are located along 

the property edges, where the forest meets neighboring fields.  There are small inclusions 

of multiflora rose, oriental bittersweet and Japanese barberry found throughout the 

property.  Japanese barberry and multiflora rose can be found along an intermittent 

stream that is located in middle of the eastern half of the property as well as along the 

southern boundary.  There appears to be an abandoned apple orchard located off of the 

property near the northwestern boundary where oriental bittersweet, Japanese barberry, 

multiflora rose and the Russian or autumn olive can be found. These species, with the 

exception of olive, also occur along the far southern boundary.  In addition to these exotic 

invasive species, is the presence of grape vines (Vitis spp.).  These grape vines are located 

throughout the property and in some locations can be considered abundant. Although 

grape is a native species that is beneficial to wildlife, it can be problematic; potentially 

adding stress to tree limbs making them more susceptible to ice or storm damage.   

Another issue concerning invasive species is the prevalence of hemlock woolly 

adelgid, which is widespread through the region and can be found on the property.  

Almost all of the hemlocks observed during the forest inventory were infested with this 

insect, with some particular trees showing signs of chlorosis, defoliation, and mortality.  

Although it is believed that the woolly adelgid is at its northern limit, die-offs have 

occurred in the state of Massachusetts.  These die-offs potentially result in increased fire 

danger and potential hazard trees (especially near recreational trails).  Monitoring the 

health of these trees is recommended and possible removal of trees (salvage) may be 

necessary in order to keep fire risk and hazard trees to a minimum.   

 

 

 
Figure 17: Grapevines (Vitis spp.)                  Figure 18: Hemlock woolly adelgid 
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       Figure 19: Japanese Barberry*                             Figure 20: Multiflora Rose* 

 

 

          Figure 21: Oriental Bittersweet*            

 

 

 

 

              
         Figure 22: Japanese Knotweed* 

 

*Images not taken on property 
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Figure 23: Invasive species map 
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Additional interesting photographs taken during forest inventory: 

 

  

Figure 24: Pitch Pine     Figure 25: Rattlesnake Plantain 

 

 
Figure 26: Yellow Birch 
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Water Resources 

 

Figure 27: Regional hydrology map 
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Figure 28: Local hydrology map 

 Mt. Warner is considered an aquifer recharge area. The town of Hadley operates 

two “backup” water wells (Figure 29) and two storage tanks on the south slope of Mt 

Warner, with a combined pumping capacity of 2.0 mgd.  This is no longer the “primary” 

water source for the town since the detection of percolate and nitrates in the water.  The 
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town’s primary water supply currently comes from the two Callahan Wells, south of Mt 

Warner. 

 Mt. Warner has water on three sides.  There are numerous seasonal streams, 

possible springs, deep vernal pools, and a stream that appears to run year round on the 

north side.  The Mill River runs along the north side of the mountain, feeds the North 

Hadley Pond, and empties into Lake Warner.  Areas to the north consist largely of vast 

expanses of wetlands that feed into the lake.  Beavers have dammed many small pools in 

this area and created quite the successional habitat.  As noted on the Trails and Recreation 

map, a brick well was located that is two to three feet wide.  An old rock spring formation 

was also located, measuring approximately six by six feet and appeared to be quite deep.  

There are numerous shallow vernal pools scattered throughout the mountain in the spring.  

We have noted the four largest ones.  The two pools located near the center of the 

property appear to reach a depth of a couple feet.  The pool near the northern border is 

closer to one foot deep.  Eggs were observed at the two deeper pools.  The wetland off 

the property to the south and across Mt. Warner Rd., is a depression leftover from glacial 

times.    

 
Figure 29: Water Towers 
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Figures 30 and 31: Vernal Pools 

 

  

         Figure 32: Vernal Pool                       Figure 33: wood frog eggs found in pools 

 

  

Figure 34: Mill River wetland on north side  Figure 35: Wetland on south side across Mt. 

                   Warner Rd.                                                 
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Wildlife 

 

Mount Warner is a unique location for wildlife of all kinds. It consists of a well-

aged forest of mixed species with downed timber, large old pines, and lots of habitat. The 

mountain has numerous vernal pools and is surrounded by water on three sides, with 

many wetlands and a bordering lake.  The mountain rises from farm fields to the east and 

borders an orchard to the north.  The town of Amherst has designated this mountain as 

part of a wildlife corridor because of its unique location.  This registered corridor runs 

between the agricultural farmlands of the University of Massachusetts, through protected 

areas of the Kestrel Land Trust and farm fields, to Mt. Warner, Lake Warner, and onto the 

shores of the Connecticut River.  Because of its many attributes for wildlife, this area is 

no doubt ecologically important within its region. 

Additional species observed on Mt. Warner that are not shown in the images 

below include; a fox captured on a remote camera, wood frog eggs, northern spring 

peepers, and Jefferson salamander spermatophores in the vernal pools, spotted 

salamander or marbled salamander sperm sacs in the old rock well, a pileated 

woodpecker, a hairy or downy woodpecker, a barred owl and a large murder of crows.  

Other wildlife signs include black bear scat, eastern cottontail tracks, and squirrel holes 

and nests.  Conversations with an abutter to the north described a “whole family” of 

moose that had spent the spring and most of summer in the wetlands. There was also 

mention of large rafters of turkey, and numerous deer. 
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Remote cameras captured the following images: 

 

Figure 36: Coyote Spring (multiple photos, possible den nearby) 

    

Figure 37: Coyote Winter 
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Figure 38: Fisher Daytime 

 

 

Figure 39: Fisher Night (very active) 



29 

 

             
Figure 40: Raccoon Night 

 

        Figure 41: Pair of Wood Ducks (on log, seen flying between vernal pools) 
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Figure 42: Woodpecker, possibly pileated, downy, or hairy. Signs everywhere. 

 

  
                  Figure 43: Deer Scat                  Figure 44: Scrapings found in numerous areas. 
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Figure 45: Garter Snake near vernal pool 
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Figure 46: Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program BioMap 
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Trails and Recreation 

 

 Although Mt. Warner does not connect to any recorded long distance trails in the 

area, it is a large enough mountain to sustain its own matrix of trails for day use.  Some 

of the existing trails go onto the land owned by the Kestrel Trust in the northeast corner, 

but most are within the property boundary of what the Trustees own.  I have included a 

map (figure 49) that denotes existing trails, and areas where new trails could be 

constructed based on the Trails Guidelines and Best Practices Manual produced by the 

DCR and the Pathways to Trail Building Handbook provided by the Tennessee 

Department of Environment and Conservation. This area only includes slopes between 

two and 20 percent (to prevent erosion but avoid puddles), excludes rare species habitat, 

and buffers wetlands by 25 feet (again, to prevent erosion), and property boundaries by 

100 feet.  Also included on the map are nine points of interest and trail blockages.  Trail 

blockages consist mostly of downed trees across the trail that would inhibit mountain 

bikers from passing and in some cases require hikers to go around.  The nine points of 

interest are labeled “Rock Oreb”, “Large Rock”, “Party Spot”, “Rocks”, “Well”, “Spring”, 

“Water Towers” and “ATV access” (two). “Rocks” is an area containing a scenic rock 

outcrop where a trail could be built next to. “Well” and “Spring” (shown in Figures 5 and 

6), could have trails built near them with an informational sign placed next to them.  

“Party Spot” is located right next to “Rock Oreb”, and seems to be a place where local 

teenagers go to drink.  There were ATV tracks there, coming from the point named “ATV 

access” at the apple orchard in the northwest corner of the property. There are currently 

three access points from public roads, but seven other access points from private property.  

If the ATV access points were blocked the partiers might be detoured.  ATVs could still 

enter at the other access points, so perhaps putting up gates that hikers could walk around 

would be best.  In the northwest corner of the property there is an area designated as 

important habitat for rare wildlife species, which has a trail running through it.  This area 

should not be disturbed and it is advised that this portion of the trail be blocked off. 
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Figure 47: ATV users 

 

 
Figure 48: ATVs documented on a Saturday night in April.  They have a heavy impact on 

the land, likely contribute to littering, and could be the reason we lost one remote camera. 
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Figure 49: Trail Map 
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Figure 50: Hikers stop to enjoy the vernal pool. 

 

 

 
Figure 51: Use by hunters and trackers. 
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Access Points & Parking Possibilities 

 

 

 

Figure 52: Google Earth map showing areas of access to the mountain.  See below for 

further descriptions. 
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Figures 53 -62 

 

The most used access point on the south side of the mountain is located to the 

right of the abandoned house, with an additional older access point to the right of the 

house. 

 

 

Across the street from the above access point, is a trail that leads away from the 

mountain property and heads south.  The small house and barn owned by Tom Harris of 

Architectural Woodworking (tnh@atimber.com) are also located at the south side, with a 

large yard that may work well for a small parking area.  When we met Tom, he stated that 

he has been buying up land around the region in order to create more continuous 

undeveloped land.  Would he allow a parking area to be on his land? 
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View from the other side of Tom’s house, showing good flat land for parking 

access.  Across the street slightly east and looking north, and is a field with an old trailer 

and barn, that would also make for good parking, if the land was acquired and a trail put 

in. 

 

On the east side of the mountain is land that is preserved by the Valley Land Trust.  

A long continuous field leads up to the mountain.  To the right of the sign below, is a long 

road (possibly owned and maintained by the VLT) that leads to old fields and a barn and 

nearly to the base of the mountain. 
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On the north side of the mountain are farm fields that lead to wetlands and a well 

defined access and boat launch owned by the Kestrel Land Trust. This access does not 

appear to access the mountain because the Mill River and the North Hadley Pond stand 

between the mountain and this access point. 

The southeastern side of the mountain has the best access to Mt. Warner through 

the Agassiz farmland. This road leads along the east side of the mountain and enters the 

apple orchards run by Jonathan Carr. His entrance is gated and posted “no trespassing”, 

once it reaches his property. A parking area along this road would be ideal, if the 

permission and rights were granted by the Agassiz family and Jonathan Carr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical Maps 
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Figure 63: Mt. Warner 1939 
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Figure 64: Mt. Warner 1985, false color image 
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                                                 Figure 65: Mt. Warner 1998 
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Concluding Thoughts and Recommendations 

 

Mt. Warner is a great place for a day hike.  A small parking area and trail sign are 

all that is missing for people to start enjoying the mountain.  Doing away with ATV use 

might serve everyone well.  There are well defined trails that cover much of the mountain; 

they would just need to be maintained, if the ATVs and snowmobiles were not doing it.  

Working with the Kestrel Trust would allow the expansion of hiking trails to the north. 

Building protective walking ramps in these areas might be a good idea.  Visitors would be 

able to enjoy vast and beautiful wetlands. Being so close to the University of 

Massachusetts, the mountain is especially ideal for students to study.  Some suggested 

areas of study would be:  Geology; a unique place to study glacial erratics, the “Amherst 

mica feldspathic schist”, and much about the history of the valley.  Studies on vernal 

pools, to help monitor declines or increases of populations, and the types of species found 

on this mountaintop region.  Forestry; monitor the hemlock woolly adelgid, as well as 

many other aspects of a well aged diverse forest.  Archeology; with permission from the 

Massachusetts Historical Society, archeological digs could be performed to uncover 

Native American artifacts.  Wildlife; the mountain hosts many species of wildlife that 

could serve as a learning opportunity for identifying and tracking.  Lastly, clearly 

marking the boundaries for users would help enforce respecting the desires of all the 

neighboring property owners. 
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Appendix 1: Soil codes for figure 16 
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  Go to: 

http://blogs.umass.edu/nrc597i-dbk/ 

 

For online version 
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Reference Section 

 

Contacts 

 

Ed Bell. Senior Archaeologist at the Massachusetts Historical Commission. Phone: 

(617)727-8470. 

 

Elise Bernier-Feeley. Local History and Genealogy Librarian at Forbes Library, 

Northamton, MA. Phone: (413)3587-1014 

 

Massachusetts Historical Commission. 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, MA 02125-

3314. Phone: (617)727-8470. Fax: (617)727-5128. mhc@sec.state.ma.us 

http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc/ 
 

Mitch Mulholland, Director of UMass Archeological Services. 

Mulholland@tei.umass.edu. 413-545-1626 

 

Town of Hadley Historical Commission. 100 Middle Street, Hadley, MA 01035 

Phone: (413) 586-0221. Fax: (413) 586-5661 E-mail: hhc@hadleyma.org 

http://www.hadleyma.org/offices/hhc.shtml 
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