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Purpose of the Course 
 
The purpose of this course is to help you develop a critical appreciation of the 
system of developing material resources to support reading. The goal is to enable 
you to: 
 
• Explain the continuum of materials and technology appropriate for supporting 

children’s reading acquisition.  
• Describe effective features of textbooks, classroom teaching/learning materials, 

teachers’ guides, coaching and mentoring materials, supervision and monitoring 
materials, and materials for community and family support of reading. 

• Design materials, considering both content, readability, cost and logistic aspects as 
well as explain strategies for field testing and publishing materials.  

• Analyze distribution issues.  
• Articulate how policy and systems can be aligned for supporting continuous use 

and improvement of materials and technology for early grade reading.  
 
The course will be relevant to those interested in early grade reading for both 
international and U.S. under-resourced contexts. 
 
 

Course objectives 
 

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 
• Define what technology and material means for early grade reading. 
• Identify the materials and resources needed to support children’s reading 

acquisition.  
• Articulate how policy and systems can be aligned for supporting continuous use 

and improvement of materials and technology for early grade reading.  
• Design materials considering technical, contextual, cost, and logistic aspects. 
• Design materials using locally available resources. 
• Explain the importance of field testing materials. 
• Analyze and suggest ways to improve the publication process of materials.  
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• Identify production and distribution challenges and suggest ways to address them.  
 

Topics and Methodology 
 
The course will cover the following topics: 
 

1. What are materials? What is technology? 
2. Design, publication, distribution, and use of: 

a. textbooks 
b. classroom teaching and learning materials (including leveled readers, 

games, posters, etc.) 
c. teachers’ guides and scripts 
d. materials/technology for coaching and mentoring of teachers (including 

distance education and support materials) 
e. supervision and monitoring materials/technology 
f. materials for community and family use to support children’s reading 

3. Policy and systems for materials and technology 
4. Assessing materials 
5. Pros and cons of digital technology 
6. Equity and materials and technology 

 
This course will combine elements of both theory and practice and in doing so will 
require participants to read literature, review films, and engage in a mix of individual 
and small group activities. Our readings will be drawn from both scholarly journals 
and in-depth reports on reading, materials and technology. Individual and group work 
will invite you to use the readings to reflect upon, write and share the evolution of 
your thinking throughout the duration of the course. 
 
Action Research is integrated into this course. By practicing this methodology, you will 
develop a valuable skill and process that will support your decisions on how the 
system of material and technology can analyzed and improved for promoting better 
early grade reading in a specific context. This methodology will require you to seek out 
information beyond what has been assigned in the course, conduct analyses, design 
action plans, test your plans, and then reflect upon and revise those plans. This 
process will occur multiple times during different timeframes but the cycle of inquiry 
will remain the same.   
 
This is an online course and includes both synchronous and asynchronous 
interaction. Students will primarily learn from the course materials provided online in 
modules, supplemented by course units that will emphasize, illustrate and/or 
demonstrate key principles from the key topics. Students will also engage in 
interactive learning through discussion of course-related topics, group work and the 
completion of learning exercises. Case-study driven reflective written assignments will 
help students to personalize the material and see its relevance to their lives. Group 
work will be decided upon and scheduled early on in order to align schedules and 
provide advance planning. 
 
This online course structure is different in many ways from a course in a traditional 
classroom context, but most students find it to be an excellent way to learn. Online 
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courses have certain advantages over classroom courses (e.g., flexibility), but there are 
some disadvantages as well (such as the need to be a self-starter and self-motivated). 
Taking an online course is therefore not an ideal option for everyone. Consider 
carefully whether this course is a good fit for your needs and abilities. There are some 
documents in the folder entitled “Guidelines and Considerations” that may be able to 
help you assess whether this class is a good fit for you.   
 
The assignments are cumulative but are divided up into smaller assignments 
throughout the course. The final project is a case study/plan of a system analysis and 
reform plan in your own context. 
 
I will assess each individual assignment, providing feedback that should inform your 
final project.  
 
 

Course Requirements 
 
This course requires the active participation of all class members: reading and sharing 
feedback, helping others develop their ideas, and expressing your own thoughts in 
class activities and small-group work.   
 
• In order to take this course, you should have at least 7 hours per week dedicated 

for reading, writing and discussion. For your participation to be helpful to 
everyone, it is essential that you follow the course schedule and complete the 
required readings by the date required.  

 
• Please let me know in advance if you will be traveling or expect to be unavailable 

for an extended period of time. I expect you to communicate with classmates and 
small group members so as to minimize the impact of your absence.  

 
• All assignments are due when indicated. You should review all assignments at the 

beginning of the class to ensure that you allow enough time for each. Some 
assignments require you to contact people and so you should schedule these 
conversations in advance of these assignments.  

 
 

Assignments and Grading 
 

Assignment Pts. 
1. Participation in discussions; contribution to group’s Samples and Examples 

forum 
25 

2. Paper #1: 2-page single-spaced paper, describing =the centrally-produced 
set of early grade reading materials/technology for students, class, teachers, 
coaches, supervisors, community and family used in your country or 
context. Do a strengths and needs analysis of the materials/technology. 

 

20 

3. Paper #2:  2 pages single-spaced paper, describing any initiatives for 
supporting locally produced materials/ technology.  Do a strengths and 
needs analysis of initiative(s). If no initiatives, describe a promising effort 

20  
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from the literature, and why it may be promising in your country or context. 
4.  
5. Final paper/product:  Do a Force Field Analysis of the barriers to and 

supports for reaching the goal of an efficient and effective system of 
designing, producing, distributing, and using high-quality early grade reading 
materials. Include strategies for reducing barriers and increasing supports. 

 

35 

TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS 100 
Points Grade 
94-100 A 
90-93 A- 
87-89 B+ 
83-86 B 
80-82 B- 
77-79 C+ 
73-76 C 
0-72 F 

 
ALL PAPERS SHOULD BE SINGLE-SPACED and SUBMITTED through the 
appropriate link on the BLACKBOARD WEBSITE. I will not accept e-mailed or paper 
copies of your assignments.  

 
Incompletes 

 
Students who are unable to complete course requirements within the allotted time 
because of severe medical or personal problems may request a grade of Incomplete 
from me by November 7, 2016. Normally, incomplete grades are warranted only if a 
student is passing the course at the time of the request and if the course requirements 
can be completed by the end of the following semester (May, 2016).  If I grant you an 
incomplete, I will require, by November 10, a one-page write-up from you including:  

1. A description of the work that remains to be completed,  

2. A description of how you intend to complete the unfinished work, and  

3. The date by which the work is to be completed. 

 
 

Accommodation Statement 
 
The University of Massachusetts Amherst is committed to providing an equal 
educational opportunity for all students. If you have a documented physical, 
psychological, or learning disability on file with Disability Services, you may be eligible 
for reasonable academic accommodations to help you succeed in this course. If you 
have a documented disability that requires an accommodation, please notify me within 
the first two weeks of the semester so that we may make appropriate arrangements. 
You can get more information on how to access Disability Services at 
http://www.umass.edu/disability/ 
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Academic Honesty Statement 
 
The	Academic	Honesty	Policy	was	established	to	ensure	that	the	learning	environment	at	
the	university	is	honest	and	fair.	The	policy	is	designed	to	provide	faculty	and	students	
with	options	for	handling	incidents.	Academic	dishonesty	includes	but	is	not	limited	to:	

• Cheating	-	intentional	use	or	attempted	use	of	trickery	or	deception	in	one's	
academic	work	

• Fabrication	-	intentional	falsification	and/or	invention	of	any	information	or	citation	
• Plagiarism	-	knowingly	representing	the	words	or	ideas	of	another	as	one's	own	

work	
• Facilitating	dishonesty	-	knowingly	helping	or	attempting	to	help	another	commit	an	

act	of	academic	dishonesty	
The	Academic	Honesty	Board	handles	all	cases	of	academic	dishonesty	on	campus.	Formal	
definitions	of	academic	dishonesty,	examples	of	various	forms	of	dishonesty,	and	the	
procedures	which	faculty	must	follow	to	penalize	dishonesty	are	contained	in	the	Academic	
Honesty	Policy.	There	are	two	main	pathways	for	resolving	cases	where	dishonesty	is	
suspected:	the	informal	resolution	and	the	formal	charge.	Both	these	paths	require	that	the	
faculty	member	first	inform	the	student	of	the	concern	and	offer	a	meeting.		See	
http://umass.edu/honesty	
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Wk Date and Focus of Class Readings to be completed Assignments 
Due 

1 
 

September 5, 2016 
 
Introduction 
What are materials? 
What is technology? 
 

Full Syllabus 
 
Davidson, M. (2013).  Books that 
children can read: Decodable books 
and book leveling. Washington, D.C.: 
USAID. Available at  
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PA00J
W1V.pdf 
 

Discussion post 
and 2 responses 

2 
 

September 12, 2016 
 
Design, publication, 
distribution, and use of 
textbooks 
 

Sharp, D., Bransford, J. and Lee, T. 
(n.d.). Launching Successful Readers: 
The Role of ICT in Early-Grade Literacy 
Success. The Life Center. 
 
Piper, B., Jepkemei, E., Kwayumba, D., 
Kibukho, K. (2015). Kenya’s ICT Policy 
in Practice: The Effectiveness of Tablets 
and E-Readers in Improving Student 
Outcomes.  Forum for International 
Research in Education, 2(1): 3-18. 

Discussion post 
and 2 responses 

3 September 19, 2016 
 
Design, publication, 
distribution, and use of 
classroom teaching and 
learning materials 
(including leveled readers, 
games, posters, etc.) 
 
 

USAID. (2014). Best Practices for 
Developing Supplementary Reading 
Materials. Washington, D.C.: USAID 
Available at: 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PA00JV
69.pdf 
 
Bloom software for developing 
supplementary readers:  
http://www.sil.org/about/news/bloom
-software-wins-enabling-writers-
competition 
 

Discussion post 
and 2 responses 

4 September 26, 2016 
 
Design, publication, 
distribution, and use of 
teachers’ guides and 
scripts 
 

Stone, R.P. (2015). Alphabet primers: 
Helping kids read and building 
teachers’ confidence. Improving the 
Quality of Education Worldwide, 1(1): 1-
7 
 

Discussion post 
and 2 responses 

5 October 3, 2016 
 
Design, publication, 
distribution, and use of 
materials/technology for 
coaching and mentoring of 
teachers (including 
distance education and 
support materials) 
 

To be determined Assignment: 
Paper #1 due 
Friday, October 
7 
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6 October 10, 2016 
 
Design, publication, 
distribution, and use of 
supervision and monitoring 
materials/technology 
 
 

To be determined Discussion post 
and 2 responses 

7 October 17, 2016 
 
Design, publication, 
distribution, and use of 
materials for community 
and family use to support 
children’s reading 
 

Trudell, B. and Ndunde, J. (2015). 
Making Space for Local Knowledge: 
Community-based Literature and 
Internationalized Education. SIL 
International Language and Culture 
Archives.  Available  
http://www.sil.org/system/files/reapd
ata/10/92/08/1092085757833912084
70103215873028562632/Trudell_Ndu
nde_2015_MakingSpaceForLocalKnowl
edge.pdf 
 
West, M. and Ei Chew, H. (2014). 
Reading in the mobile era: A study of 
mobile reading in developing countries. 
Paris: UNESCO, 89 pps. 
 

Discussion post 
and 2 responses 

8 October 24, 2016 
 
Assessing materials 
 

To be determined Assignment: 
Paper #2 due 
Friday, October 
28 

9 October 31, 2016 
 
Pros and cons of digital 
technology 
 

 
Gulati, S. (2008). Technology-enhanced 
learning in developing nations: a 
review. International Review of 
Research in Open and Distributed 
Learning, 9(1), 1-16. 
 

Discussion post 
and 2 responses 

10 November 7, 2016 
 
Policies and Systems 
relevant to Materials and 
Technology 
 

Fredericksen, B. and Sukhdeep, B. 
(2015). Getting Textbooks to Every 
Children in Sub-Saharan Africa: 
Strategies for Addressing the High Cost 
and Low Availability Problem. 
Washington, D.C.: The World Bank 
Group 
 
Woodhall, M. (1997). Cost-effectiveness 
of publishing educational materials in 
African languages. Wiltshire: Antony 
Rowe Ltd.  
 

Discussion post 
and 2 responses 
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11 November 14, 2016 
 
Equity and materials and 
technology 
 

Pouezevara, S., Mekhael, S.W., Darcy, 
N. (2014). Planning and Evaluating ICT 
in Education Programs Using the Four 
Dimensions of Sustainability: A 
Program from Egypt. International 
Journal of Education and Development 
using Information and Communication 
Technology, 10(2): 120-141 

Discussion post 
and 2 responses 

12 November 21, 2016 
 
Wrapping Up 

None Assignment: 
Final 
paper/product 
due Friday, 
December 9 


